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“MANASTIR MEKTEBI IDADIi-i MULKI” -
A CIVIL HIGH SCHOOL IN THE MANASTIR
PROVINCE: FROM ITS ESTABLISHMENT
TO THE BEGINNING OF THE 20™ CENTURY

Abstract. — Until the preparation of the General Education Regulations "Ma-
arif-i Umumiye Nizamnamesi" of 1869, the educational system in the Otto-
man Empire was predominantly Muslim-theological-centered. To eliminate
these deficiencies the “1869 General Education Regulations” were prepared,
where much attention has been given to the civil high schools, attended by
students from different religious and ethnic background. One of these civil
high schools was opened in Bitola (Manastir) in Ottoman Macedonia and
this article explores the history of this school.
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According to the Turkish Language Association’s “Turkish Dictiona-
ry”, the word “idadi” (high school) comes from the Arabic word “idad™ and is
explained as: old name for secondary schools.” The term “idadi” was used for
the preparatory classes of the Western-style schools opened until the first ye-
ars of the Tanzimat period. However, this term was also used for those ele-
mentary schools which started operating in 1847, whose prime goal was to
prepare the students for high school. However, from the second part of the

' Devellioglu 1995, 409.
*Eren et al. 1992, 680.
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19" century, by “idadi” we understand those schools which were opened as
high school equivalents and were additionally divided into military and civil
idadis.?

Until 1844 there were not any educational organizations in the Otto-
man Empire which specialized in preparing students for military schools. Re-
cognizing this deficiency, the commander and general, Emin, suggested in
1845 that in order to be admitted to military schools, students should be obli-
gated to pass through some kind of a preparatory school. This proposition
was assessed by the Ministry of Education. These new preparatory schools
were intended to prepare individuals who wanted to work in administration,
in the armed forces, naval forces, or as medics. Following this objective, on
May 15, 1845, the Council of Education “Meclis-i Maarif-i Muvakkat” took so-
me decisions on the improvement of the military schools. Until then, military
education was taught for three years in the army centers. Following the deci-
sions of the Council of Education, the education in military schools would be
for vocational courses, while such schools were to be opened in twelve diffe-
rent places in the Empire, under the name of Military High School “Mekteb-i
Fiinun-i idadiye”.* One of these five-year military high schools was to be esta-
blished in Istanbul and the others in the army centers in the provinces. All
these schools would be under the administration of army marshals and the
instruction period was set to five years. Those candidates who already took
lessons in writing, Arabic and Persian would be taken to the military high
schools directly, and the others would have to pass an exam in Persian and
Arabic.

The first military high school was opened in Istanbul, in the old Mek-
teb-i Harbiyye building in Macka was allocated. However, since the building
was in need of repair, it was transferred to the Tiled Kiosk in Besiktas Beach
until the necessary repairs were completed. In the following years, military
high schools were opened in the provinces as well.” One of them was the Mi-
litary High School “Manastir Mekteb-i Idadi-i Asker” in Bitola (Macedonia).

Sevket Siireyya Aydemir mentioned this school in his work “Tek
Adam™:

“The Manastir Military High School was a boarding school. In the old
education system this school was equal to today's military high schools. Their
curricula was pretty loaded. Military high schools were established in army

3 Oztiirk 2000, 464.
* Engelhart 1976, 172.
5 Oztiirk, ibid, 464.
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centers. They aimed to prepare students for military schools. In fact, military
high schools were the training barracks. There was a complete military disci-
pline and army atmosphere. The military staff of the country first got to know
each other in military high schools. Since students came from every part of
the region, they got to know each other better in these high schools. The tea-
chers were also chosen very carefully... Among all the military high schools,
the Manastir Military High School was to some extent the best and one of the
most included in the affairs of the country.”®

Figure 1. “Manastir Mekteb-i Idadi-i Askeri”. View from Pelister mountain
(Istanbul University Abdulhamit Photo Archive)

Numerous significant names attended this school. Without a doubt,
the most significant of these was Gazi Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk, the pioneer of
the Turkish Republic. Fuat Bolca, Nuri Conker, Ankara Central Commander
Demir Ali, and the well-known name of the Unionist Omer Naci, were among
the alumni of the school.”

Despite certain difficulties, the military high schools kept on prepa-
ring students and producing important military persons for a long time.

® Aydemir 1976, 67-68.
" Turgut (ed.) 2005, 510-511.
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However, the principal subject of this article are the civil high schools which
had modernization as a main goal and were open as a result of some defici-
encies in the educational system in the Ottoman Empire.

CIVIL HIGH SCHOOLS

Until the preparation of the General Education Regulations "Maarif-i
Umumiye Nizamnamesi" of 1869, the educational system in the Ottoman Em-
pire was predominantly Muslim-theological-centered. This does not imply
that there were not any western-style educational institutions — in fact there
were — but they had many deficiencies. To eliminate these deficiencies the
“1869 General Education Regulations” were prepared, where much attention
has been given to the civil high schools. The number of junior high schools,
opened in order to constitute the first level of secondary education, was in-
creased both in Istanbul and the province. However, although many vocatio-
nal schools were opened in Istanbul, the Galatasaray Mekteb-i Sultani was
the single newly established educational institution in the second level of se-
condary education. For this reason, in the 1869 General Education Regulati-
ons “Maarif-i Umumiye Nizamnamesi”, it was planned to open schools with
the name of idddi, which would follow after high school, but would not be on
the same level as the universities. The opening of these schools was also ne-
cessary for the implementation of the principle of ottomanism, which was
the basic element of the educational system in the Tanzimat era.® According
to this principle, Muslim and non-Muslim children who graduated from se-
condary schools were educated together in idddis. One of the most important
conditions for opening an idadi was the settlement were the school was ope-
ned to have more than 1000 households. The construction of these schools,
the expenses for personnel and other expenses would be covered by the Pro-
vincial Education Fund. Each of these schools would have six teachers, and
six assistants, all of them selected from among those who graduated from the
Dariilmuallimin-i Aliye in Istanbul. The annual cost for an idddi would be
80,000 kurus (Ottoman currency). The educational period of these schools
was three years, and these were the subjects taught: “Tiirkce Hitabet ve Ing4,
Fransizca, Kavanin-i Osmaniye, Mantik, [lm-i Servet-i Milel, Cografya, Tarih-i
Umtimi, [lm-i Mevalid, Cebir, Hesap ve Defter Tutma, Hendese ve [lm-i Me-
saha, Hikmet-i Tabiyye, Kimya, Resim”. During this education period, the ho-
liday and exam calendars of the staff and students of the schools would be

8 Oztiirk, ibid, 465.
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simultaneous with military high schools. At the same time, the holidays
would be distributed equally according to the holidays of each segment, sin-
ce the students of the schools were of different religions (Muslim/ Non-Mus-
lim).°

Although the general rules of the high schools were clearly defined,
the civil high schools could not be opened for a long time due to the lack of
financial budgets, buildings, teachers, and textbooks.” In 1872, the Minister of
Education, in the memorandum he sent to the Grand Vizier, stated that the
high schools should be opened as soon as possible and foreign language cour-
ses such as English, French and German should be taught. He also stated that
in order to prepare teachers for these schools, a high school branch should be
opened in the Faculty of Education “Dariilmuallimin”, and its graduates
should be paid 200 kurus more than the secondary school teachers, while the
teaching staff should be at least 10 people according to the importance of the
courses, and if necessary, a principal and two janitors should be appointed.

Following the decree from the Minister of education, in 1873 the
“Dar’iil-Maarif” school, which prepared students for state work, was transfor-
med into an idddi. Hence the first civil high school was opened. In August
1873 it was decided to open three or four other high schools in Istanbul.
Afterwards, this modernization movement in education was transfered to
the provinces as well. The first such school opened in the provinces was the
“Mora Yenisehir High School”. Despite this, the number of high schools ope-
ned in the Ottoman lands until 1876 did not exceed five in total. Moreover,
there were not enough school buildings and teachers for these schools to
function properly. In the following years, however, many understood the im-
portance of the idddi high schools so some provincial revenues were alloca-
ted for the spread of these schools in the provinces. In 1884 this enabled the
establishement of many civil high schools all over the Ottoman Empire." One
of these was the Manastir (Bitola) Civil High School "Manastir Mektebi Idadi-
i Milki".

® Mahmud 1338, 478.
'* Cihan 2007, 64.
" Cihan, ibid, 72.
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MANASTIR CIVIL HIGH SCHOOL
(MANASTIR MEKTEBI IDADI-1 MULKI)

Manastir Civil High School “Manastir Mektebi Idadi-i Mulki” was
opened on 5 December 1885 according to the Gregorian calendar, or 23 No-
vember “Tegrinisani” 1301 according to the Julian calendar.”

Figure 2. The Opening Ceremony of Manastir Civil High School “Manastir Mektebi
Idadi-i Miilki” (Istanbul University Abdulhamit Photo Archive)

More than four years after its foundation, on February 15, 1889, a
boarding house was opened in the school.” After this, on August 22, 1889, the
Ministry of Education was requested to establish a local hospital in Bitola
and to buy the necessary materials for the treatment of the “Manastir Mekte-
bi Idadi-i Mulki” students.” This demand was proof of the desire to meet all
the needs of the school and to meet the needs of the students.

* Mahmud, ibid, 221.
' Manastir Vilayet Salnamesi 1305, 154.
“BOA, MF. MKT. , 112/40.
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Ecole Idadié de Monastir.

= oy

Figure 3. A Side View of Manastir Civil High School “Manastir Mektebi Idadi-i Miilki”
(Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality Atatiirk Library Photo Archive)

We learn about the administrative and teaching staff of the school in
these years from the provincial yearbook of 1305. According to this, the prin-
cipal of the school was master Ismail. Various courses were given in the scho-
ol. The names of these courses and the instructors who went to the courses

were the following:

Name of the course:

Hesab ve Cebir
Tarih

Hikmet
Hukuk-1 idare
Hendese
Cografya
Miisellesat
Arabi

Farisi

Tarih-i tabii

Fransizca

Teacher:

Receb Efendi
Yiizbagi Tevfik Efendi
Said Bey

Riistem Bey

Halid Bey

Faik Bey

Halid Bey

Hac1 Mehmed Efendi
Amr Efendi

Kolagas1 Davud Bey
Miilazim Tahir Bey
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Resim

Ameli ve Lisan-1 Osmani

Hiisni Hatt1 Tuirki

Miilazim Ibrahim Bey

Ismail Efendi
Malik Efendi

Table 1. Courses Given at the School According to the Manastir Provincial Yearbook of 1305
and the Teachers teaching These Courses (Manastir Provincial Yearbook 1305, 154)

Ismail Efendi (Master), a professor of Turkish language, was also the
principal of the school. These duties of ismail were officially approved by the
Provincial Directorate of Education on March 1 3, 1889.° The curriculum of
the school was as follows:

Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
1. Sene “First Year”
. Hiisn-i Hendese-i Farisi - Hendese-i
ranstzca Hatt-1 Tiirki ~ Hattiye estm Hattiye
Cog -i Hiisn-i Hatt- .
Hesab ograf}fa ! Sarf-1 Arabi Sarf-1 Arabi usit . at I mla-i Trki
Osmani Fransevi
. Tarih-i Tarih-i
Imla-i Tiirki  Hesab an 1. an 1, Fransizca Farisi
Osmani Osmani
2. Sene “Second Year”
Hendese-i Tarih-i Kavaid ve Hendese-i Kavaid ve Cografya-i
Musattaha Tabii Imla Musattaha Imla Umumi
Nahv-1 Cografya-i . .
Fransizca . . Farisi Fransizca Resim
Arabi Umumi
Tarih-i Nahv-1Arab  Tarih-i Tarih-i Umumi
Hesab . . B Hesab
Umumi i Tabii
3. Sene “Third Year”
Belagat-1 Hendese-i Tabakat-iil- Tarih-i L . .
] N B Tarih-i Tabii Resim
Osmaniye Miicesseme arz Tabii
Maani P Usul-i Hendese-i Maani Hikmet-i
aani ransizca aani
Defteri Miicesseme Tabiiye

BOA, MF. MKT. , 108/12.
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Cografyanin
Cografyanin ziraat, sanat
Tarih-i : Belagat- Jticaret
an l. ziraat, Nahv-1 Arabi claga ,1 sl Fransizca
Umumi sanat, Osmaniye 1simlart
ticaret
kisimlar
4. Sene “Fourth Year”
e Kavanin-i r .. .
Cebr-i Adi o Cebr-iAdi Miisellesat Fransizca Miisell esat
Miilkiye
Tarih-i Lisan-1 Hikmet-i . . Tarih-i Osmani
. . . Kimya Kimya
Umumi Osmani Tabiiyye
. Kavanin-i Hikmet-i
Mantik Fransizca Resim Mantik L .
Miilkiye Tabiiyye

Table 2 Curriculum of the School according to the
Manastir Provincial Yearbook of 1305 (1889-1890).

In regards to the religious or ethnic distribution of the students in the
boarding house: 20 were Muslim, 4 were Christian and 1 was Armenian. As
for the other 13 students who attended this school, 11 were Muslim, 1 was
Christian, and 1 was Jewish."” Only 30 boarding students were allowed in the
school. After a while it became clear that this number is insuffiecient, due to
the high number of students who graduated from the military school in Bito-
la and their intention to enroll in the civil high school. Hence, a letter was
sent to the Ministry of Education, with a request to increase the number of
boarding students from 30 to 50. The request was rejected on September 4,
1889, and it was reported that the number of boarding students would re-
main 30.” However, it seems that this number did not meet the demands, so
the quota was increased to 50 students.” Later it was decided to allocate
1,500 kurus to the pharmacy opened for this school.”

By 1892, there was a change in the teaching staff of the school. Tayfur
Efendi (Master) was appointed as teacher for Turkish language. But when he
failed to appear for duty, an appointment of a new teacher was requested

' Manastir Vilayet Salnamesi 1305, 154
"BOA, MF. MKT, 113/22.
¥ BOA, MF. MKT, 127/17.
Y BOA, i.§D, 104/6211, 17.
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from the Ministry of education and master Mustafa was appointed to replace
Tayfur Efendi (Master).”

In 1894, the 7th grade of the school was opened.” The large number of
students attending the school created some needs, one of them being the in-
creasing of the number of desks in the classrooms. A budget of 500 kurug was
allocated for their construction.” The decision to increase the number of stu-
dents in the school, taken a few years ago, not only increased the need for
desks but also brought along the problem that the school building was insuf-
ficient. In order to solve this problem, the classroms from the Inas Girls High
School “Inas Riigdiyesi”, located near the Idadi were “borrowed” to the “Ma-
nastir Mektebi Idadi-i Mulki”. * There were a total of 106 students in the
school in the 1897-1898 academic year, 50 of which were boarding students.
Exactly 96 were Muslims and 13 were non-Muslim, mostly Christian. The
school had a principal, 3 vice principals, a clerk, a doctor, a warehouse clerk,
an imam, 15 teachers, and 6 janitors. The teachers of the school were Muslims
and non-Muslims, just like the students.*

The number of students in the school gradually increased until the
end of the 19™ century. In 1902, however, the number of newly enrolled stu-
dents reached its zenith. A total of go students were enrolled in the first year.
This resulted with a demand to divide the students into two groups, since
they could not fit in a classroom. The demand was rejected due to insuffici-
ent funds in the budget.” During the same period, the school administration
requested from the Ministry of Education to allocate funds for the renovation
of the school building, since it was in a more dilapidated condition than the
high school buildings of other nations.”” While no information could be ob-
tained about whether this request was approved, it was seen that branches of
provincial high schools were opened in different areas throughout the Otto-
man Empire shortly after this event. Manastir province also kept up with this
development and in 1903, the official opening of the agriculture branch of the
Manastir Civil High School “Manastir Mekteb-i Idadi-i Miilki” was carried
out.”

** BOA, MF. MKT, 189/164.

* BOA, MF. MKT, 196/16.

*BOA, MF. MKT, 196/16.

* BOA, MF. MKT, 249/28.

** Salname-i Nezaret-i Maarif-i Umumiye, 1316, 1182-1183.
% BOA, MF. MKT, 596/35.

* BOA, TFR.I.. MKM., 1/1.

*” BOA, MF. MKT, 684/25.
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Even though we do not have enough data about the last years of this
school, it is known that by 1910 there were seven official and private civil high
schools in the Bitola area:**

Categories Number of Students Number of Schools
Official Civil High Schools 670 5
Private High Schools 80 2

Table 3. Total Number and Distribution of Official and Private Civil
High Schools and Students in the Manastir Province

CONCLUSION

Civil high schools, which were opened in the mid-1870s based on the
1869 Education Regulations “1869 Maarif Nizamnamesi”, assumed a signifi-
cant part in the modernization of the Ottoman school system. One such
school in Ottoman Macedonia was the “Manastir Mekteb-i Idadi-i Miilki”,
opened in Bitola (Manastir) in 1885. This school helped the intended moder-
nization and westernization of the Ottoman Empire, and Macedonia as part
of the Empire. The school was attended by students from different religious
and ethnic backgrounds and the continious increase of the number of newly
enrolled students shows that the population in Bitola and its surroundings
accepted the school and the tendencies to modernize and westernize the
Ottoman Empire.

# Tevfik 1327, 108.
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